
Passports

      

US passports are issued to American Citizens through the U.S. Department of State. Passports are necessary for almost all international travel with few exceptions. To verify whether you need a passport for your international trip, you may visit the Department of State’s website, http://www.travel.state.gov  and navigate to the passports section. You may also use this site to check the status of your passport, download forms, and research the application process. For your convenience, I have summarized the application and renewal process below. I have also outlined the procedures for requesting expedited passport in emergency situations.

If you still have questions or concerns after reviewing this material, please submit the following information to my district office by mail at 600 N. Jackson Street, Suite 203, Media PA 19063 or by fax to 610-892-8623

    -  Signed Consent Form 
    -  Signed Letter that includes

    -  A summary of your concern
    -  The applicant’s full name
    -  The applicant’s date of birth
    -  The applicant’s social security number 
    -  The date of applicaion  (if applicable) 
    -  Travel date and nature of travel

Frequently Asked Questions

    -  Do I need a passport?  Passports are required for almost all international travel; however, there is some exception for children, students and athletic teams traveling throughout North America. For a complete and accurate assessment of whether a passport is necessary, visit the following page on the State Department’s website: http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_
1738_2.html

 

    -  How can I apply for a US Passport for the first time? First time applicants must apply in person at an Acceptance Facility or Passport Agency. To locate the nearest Acceptance Facility or Passport Agency, you may visit the Facility Search Page on the Department of State’s website http://iafdb.travel.state.gov  or contact the National Passport Information Center by phone at 1-877-487-2778.

To apply, you must submit form DS-11, proof of identity, proof of citizenship, 2 color passport photos, and the application fee at the Passport Agency or Acceptance Facility. For a complete list of acceptable documentation and to complete the DS-11 visit:  http://travel.state.gov/passport/get/first/first_830.html

    -  How can I apply to renew a US passport? You may qualify to renew your passport by mail if your most recent passport: is available to submit and not damaged, was issued when you were age 16 or older, was issued within the last 15 years, was issued in your current name (or you can legally document your name change)
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If you meet these criteria, you may renew your U.S. Passport by mail. To do so, submit the following to the National Passport Processing Center, Post Office Box 90155, Philadelphia, PA 19190-0155: form DS-82, your most recent U.S. Passport (book or card), two passport photos, current passport fees, a marriage certificate or court order (only if your current name is different from what was recorded in your most recent U.S. passport)

For additional information or to print the DS-82, visit: http://travel.state.gov/passport/get/renew/renew_833.html

    -  How can I report and replace a lost or stolen US passport? To report your valid passport lost or stolen you may contact the Department of State by phone at 1-877-487-2778  (TTY 1-888-874-7793). Operators are available 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., ET, Monday-Friday, excluding Federal holidays. For passports lost or stolen overseas, please 
contact the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate  (
http://www.usembassy.gov/ ) 

To replace your lost of stolen U.S. passport, submit the following forms and their required documentation in person at a Passport Agency  or Acceptance Facility : 
Form DS-11: Application for a U.S. Passport , and
Form DS-64: Statement Regarding a Lost or Stolen Passport : 
http://travel.state.gov/passport/lost/us/us_848.html#ReplaceLostStln

 

    -  How can I track a pending passport application? You may track your pending passport application online at: http://travel.state.gov/passport/get/status/
status_2567.html  

    -    How can I get a passport for emergency travel? Life or Death Emergencies involve serious illness, injury, or death in your immediate  family that require you to travel within 24-48 hours outside the United States.  Customers must appear in person at a passport agency for emergency service and documentation of the emergency may be requested. Please call the National Passport Information Center at 1-877-487-2778 (TTY/TDD 1-888-874-7793) to schedule an appointment at the nearest Passport Agency.  The automated appointment system is accessible every day, 24 hours a day. If an appointment that will meet your needs is not available and you are calling from 6:00 a.m. to 12 midnight, ET, Monday-Friday, except federal holidays, please stay on the line and follow instructions to speak to a Customer Service Representative (CSR).  The CSR will give you guidance on what to do.  CSRs are available on weekends for limited hours to assist customers traveling within 7 days. If an appointment that will meet your needs is not available and you are calling on a federal holiday or during hours the CSRs are not available, please call 202-647-4000 and explain your situation to the operator.
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